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SUMMARY OF ISSUE

In recent months two of our trucks were stopped for Level I inspections. The officers used the park brake inspection
procedures outlined in an April 27, 2016, Inspection Bulletin. The inspection process calls for the inspector to ask
the driver to apply the parking brake and attempt to move the vehicle in low forward gear without applying the
throttle. According to the bulletin, the vehicle should not move. This process is extremely problematic for several
reasons. The forces against the park brake system used in this process can vary from situation to situation. Wheel
end forces are dependent upon how the idle is set on the vehicle, the type and size of the vehicle engine, the gear
ratios in the transmission, and the gear ratios in the rear-end. FMCSA Standard 393.41 does not provide any
performance testing of the park brake system with the truck running and the vehicle in gear. Nor does the CVSA
Out-of-Service criteria provide a performance standard with the truck running and the vehicle in gear.

JUSTIFICATION OR NEED

Our company was issued separate out-of-service orders because on two occasions our trucks failed to meet the
Inspection test listed in the April 27, 2016 inspection bulletin. If this test is going to be used to determine
compliance with FMCSA part 393.41 there must be a means to ensure the forces created during this test do not
exceed the forces of a parked vehicle even under the most extreme condition of grade and load. I feel that that
there are far too many variables that could prove that this test is not a reliable test of the park brake system. This
process is also capable of causing damage to motor vehicles.

REQUEST FOR ACTION

There should be a recall of this testing process so that FMCSA inspectors are not using it to determine compliance
with the park brake requirements of Part 393.41 or confusing it as a new Out-of-Service criteria.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS/PHOTOS

2012-04-Hydraulic-Brake-System-Inspection-Procedures-Revised-04-27-16.pdf

ACTION TAKEN BY COMMITTEE

Comments were made regarding that there is no other testing available roadside other than utilizing a PBBT. It was
discussed that its not just a park brake but also an emergency brake.
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Comment that if the brakes can’t perform as required during testing, then they need to be adjusted. It was
discussed that if brakes can’t handle applying the parking brake, then there is a problem with the brake system.
Couple of comments agreed and also stated that they have never seen anything get broken during testing when it
is conducted properly.

Comments from a mechanic and an inspector stated that if the test procedure is done proper then there is no issue.
It was mentioned that with an automatic transmission there is no issues, but with a manual transmission the driver
should let the clutch out slowly and not dump the clutch to avoid any problems. The consensus of the committee
was that there is no problem with the current test procedures being done roadside.

There were no motions made and the issue was closed.


