ISSUE NUMBER
25-009-VEH

ISSUE NAME

Operational Policy 5 - Hoses and Coupling Devices (Not in Use)

STATUS
Open

Vehicle Committee

NAME AGENCY

Brad Gibson Texas Department of Public Safety
ADDRESS

6200 Guadalupe Street

Building P

Austin, Texas 78752
United States

PHONE
5124866481

EMAIL
brad.gibson@dps.texas.gov

SUMMARY OF ISSUE

The issue of how to treat chafing air lines on the rear of a bobtail truck tractor has arisen. There is no written
guidance on if this is a violation or not, and several NTC/CVSA certified instructors have differing opinions. Does this
fall under the mentality of issues on a 'raised lift axle' where if it doesn't adversely affect the vehicle's operation
you just note it in the comments, is the truck tractor in violation and OOS (if chafed into the inner reinforcement
ply) "while in combination", do you cite it just as you would a non-required tie-down that's defective or a pintle hook
not in use that's missing a mounting bolt, etc.?

JUSTIFICATION OR NEED
Uniformity.

REQUEST FOR ACTION

CVSA determine and issue guidance regarding air lines chafing on a truck tractor when it is bobtail (i.e., not towing
another vehicle). Possibly issue guidance on other non-required and/or not in use items that are damaged/defective
that aren't mentioned. For the record, I'm not a fan of citing violations on non-required items or items that are not
in use that are damaged/defective if it doesn't adversely affect the vehicle's operation (i.e., the Probable Cause
requirement of the 4th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution). Listing those issues in the comments, yes; citing, no.
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